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Christ to depart out of their coasts. Even Peter made
the same petition, and that at a time when he knew too
much of his Master utterly to misapprehend his character
and purpose.

It appears, then, that these supernatural powers freely
used were calculated to hinder Christ's plan almost as
much as to further it. The sense of being in the hands
of a Divine Teacher is in itself elevating and beneficial,
but the close proximity of an overwhelming force crushes
freedom and reason. Had Christ used supernatural power
without restraint, as his countrymen seemed to expect of
him and as ancient prophecy seemed to justify them in
expecting, when it spoke of the Messiah ruling the nations
with a rod of iron and breaking them in pieces like a
potter's vessel, we cannot imagine that any redemption
would have been wrought for man. The power would
have neutralised instead of seconding the wisdom and
goodness which wielded it. So long as it was present it
would have fettered and frozen the faculties of those on
whom it worked, so that the legislation which it was used
to introduce would have been placed on the same footing
as the commands of a tyrant, and, on the other hand, as
soon as it was removed, the legislation and it would have
passed into oblivion together.

We have anticipated in a former chapter the means
by which Christ avoided this result. He imposed upon
himself a strict restraint in the use of his supernatural
powers. He adopted the principle that he was not sent
to destroy men's lives but to save them, and rigidly ab-
stained in practice from inflicting any kind of damage or
harm. In this course he persevered'so steadily that it
became generally understood. Every one knew that